
BRADFORD COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT #1 

Remote Learning Plan 
Background Information 

On March 27, the Illinois State Board of Education issued recommendations for the dates of 

March 31 through April 7 and beyond. Each district is encouraged to use the recommendations 

and tailor them to local needs.  

 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/RL-Recommendations-3-27-20.pdf 

 

ISBE says the recommendations “balance clear direction with the need for flexibility, grace, and 

understanding in this extraordinary moment in time.”  

 

Remote Learning 
Remote Learning is defined as an educational program designed to provide continuation of 

learning for students under conditions that prohibit the learner and instructor from being in the 

same physical space. 

Remote Learning Days are instructional days. 

 

Goals of Remote Leaning: 
1. All students have opportunities for continued learning that focuses on critical standards 

2. Districts work to minimize instructional loss 

3.  Students and families are given routines and structures to ensure they stay connected to schools 

and learning. 

 

Plan for Remote Instructional Days 
The program will offer 60-180 minutes of instruction or schoolwork per day for each student. 

Recommended averages of time on task, based on statewide guidelines, are as follows: 

 

  Range of Lessons/Activities Recommended Length of 

Sustained Attention 

Grade Level Minimum Maximum Time on Task 

PreK 20 min/day 60 min/day 3-5 min 

K 30 min/day 90 min/day 3-5 min 

1-2 45 min/day 90 min/day 5-10 min 

3-5 60 min/day 120 min/day 10-15 min 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/RL-Recommendations-3-27-20.pdf


6-8 Class: 20 min/day 

Total: 120 

min/day 

Class: 30 min/day 

Total: 180 min/day 

1 subject area/class 

 

BCUSD #1 recognizes students flourish under differentiated instruction. This is also true for a 

Remote Learning program, specifically with regard to the amount of work a student is provided. 

Some students will need more activities. Others will need fewer activities, and core support for 

the continuity of learning. Not only is this true for levels of learning, but for home situations 

during a pandemic. Some students have parents who are working many hours in a healthcare or 

essential field, others may have family members who are or will become ill, and some will not 

have resources to complete the lessons. The District must take that into account, even if 

educators are unaware of the specific situation for each student. Therefore, a core of activities 

will be provided to all, and extra activities for those who are ready or desire more. 

 

Lesson Plans 

Teachers are required to send multiple-day activities and assignments in advance. This allows 

families to adjust lessons based on the family’s need. ISBE recommends teachers use “short, 

daily or weekly videos or phone calls” to “connect with, reassure, and provide students with 

encouragement.” In addition, teachers will be available online, via email, etc. in which students 

can expect to have prompt replies to specific questions. 

 

School/Home Connection and Accessibility 

Educators will use GoogleClassroom, GoogleMeets, Zoom, class websites and/or email to 

communicate lessons and provide support to students/families. Hard copies of educational items 

will also be delivered to student’s homes on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

 

Any student/parent who does not have a digital device in 3rd through 8th grade or access to the 

internet should contact the building principal for arrangements and support. Upon request, non‐

electronic materials will be made available for students who do not have access to the required 

technology. 

 

Grading 
Per ISBE recommendations, grading should be focused on the continuity of learning and 

feedback rather than the assignment of grades and due dates. Students’ grades must not be 

negatively impacted during remote learning. 

 

ISBE states, “The decision to provide summative grades or report cards during the remote 

learning period will remain local. Should a district provide report cards or summative grades, 

these should be reflective of the totality of evidence of learning submitted by each student. This 

body of evidence may differ based on what is submitted by each individual student and can be 

influenced by the level of connectivity, support, and other factors.” 

 

Where appropriate, completion timelines will be communicated as appropriate but due dates are 

not recommended.  This is due to the fact that some families are facing limited access to 

technology, illnesses in the home, or parent workload during the pandemic. 

ISBE addresses the specific needs of grades 6-8 with the following recommendation: 



“If sufficient supports are provided and significant evidence is gathered to 

validate a letter grade, and A-F grading system is used, during remote 

learning, the rating of incomplete or no grade at all may be used in lieu of an 

F grade. However, we strongly recommend that during the remote learning 

period, all possible barriers the learner may have are addressed and 

alternative methods of engagement/evaluations have been exhausted. We 

suggest that teachers document all efforts to communicate with students in 

an effort to help them complete work that is assigned. In lieu of an F grade, 

we recommend that the student be issued an incomplete or no grade at all. 

The advisory group suggests that there be a possibility to raise the grade 

through the summer or fall depending on the district's availability. Given the 

transition to remote learning, we suggest that grades not be reduced due to 

lack of participation in remote learning, but that the remote learning period 

be provided as an opportunity for grade improvement. Districts are to 

consider scenarios that will provide students with the best possible outcomes 

to demonstrate evidence of their learning. Overall goal: The focus should be 

on what students have learned, the effort, time, and energy put into the 

work, and comprehension level of the material.” 

 

Students who receive accommodations through an IEP or 504 plan will be provided 

accommodations where possible. Special education case managers and therapists will 

communicate with families to determine appropriate methods for providing assistance (email, 

telephone, Google Hangout, Remind, Zoom, Google Classroom, etc).  

 

We understand that resources vary for students to fully engage in a remote learning environment 

and that current events may be distressing to students. There is a wide range of needs demonstrated 

by our learners. Per guidance received from the Illinois State Board of Education in Remote 

Learning Recommendations dated 3/27/20: 

 

1. Remote learning, in and of itself, should not have an adverse impact on student grades. 

2. During this time, students may experience positive learning gains in a way that may not happen 

in the traditional school setting. 

3. Students should have the opportunity to have their grade reflect their achievement if they are 

demonstrating success with remote learning. 

4. Effective feedback, grading, and evaluation can provide an important contribution to a healthy 

social-emotional state.  

 

Review vs New Content 
Where appropriate, teachers can offer instruction and activities on new content in addition to 

review of content already delivered. If new content is in the best interest of students, they cannot 

be required to master the content or be penalized for failure to master the new content. 

In short, new content can be provided in instruction, but schools cannot require mastery of the 

new content. 

 


